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Growth Group Homework
Easter 2023 — SO WHAT!

Discussing the week of April 9, 2023

Theme

Every year at Easter the church fills to 2 to 3 times their normal worship attenders. Why do they
do this? What should the church do differently to make a difference in the lives of those who
attend on Easter?

Primary Text

Matthew 28:1-10

After the Sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary
went to see the tomb. 2 And suddenly there was a great earthquake, for an angel of the Lord,
descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. * His appearance was like
lightning and his clothing white as snow. * For fear of him the guards shook and became like dead
men. ® But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for | know that you are looking for Jesus
who was crucified. ®He is not here, for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where
heta! lay. " Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised from the dead,t’ and indeed he
is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.’ This is my message for you.” 8 So they left
the tomb quickly with fear and great joy and ran to tell his disciples. ° Suddenly Jesus met them and
said, "Greetings!” And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped him. 9Then Jesus
said to them, "Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers and sisters to go to Galilee; there they will
see me.”

John 20:1-18

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb
and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. 2 So she ran and went to Simon
Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have
taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.” 3 Then
Peter and the other disciple set out and went toward the tomb. 4 The two were running
together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. > He bent down to
look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. ® Then Simon Peter
came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there, ” and
the cloth that had been on Jesus's head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in
a place by itself. 8 Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he
saw and believed, ° for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that he must rise from
the dead. 1 Then the disciples returned to their homes.

1 But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look® into the
tomb, 2and she saw two angels in white sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying,
one at the head and the other at the feet. 13 They said to her, “Woman, why are you
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weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and | do not know where
they have laid him.” 1 When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing
there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. 1® Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you
weeping? Whom are you looking for?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him,
“Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and | will take him
away."” 1® Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in Hebrew,« “Rabbouni!”
(which means Teacher). 17 Jesus said to her, “Do not touch me, because | have not yet
ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, ‘| am ascending to my
Father and your Father, to my God and your God." " ® Mary Magdalene went and
announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord,” and she told them that he had said
these things to her.

GETTING TO KNOW YOU

Do you remember your first Easter Service? What was the most memorable Easter Service you
attended? Why?

GOING DEEPER

Read Matthew 28:1-10 and John 20:1-18.

Where do the first witnesses of the Resurrection show confusion and where do they
show belief? [20:9, 15]

How might the fears and expectations of Jesus’ followers after witnessing Jesus’ death
shape their reaction to the news of Jesus’ resurrection?

What questions about the Resurrection would you like to ask?

What is your understanding of Jesus’ resurrection from the dead?

How would you explain the hope and joy of Easter to a friend or coworker?

How might you continue to celebrate Resurrection this coming Easter season?
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« How would you answer the, “So what does the resurrection mean to my life? Question?

Prayer Requests:

=
=

Sending Forth End by praying the following or a similar prayer:

God of Resurrection and new life: You sent Jesus into the world to suffer, die, and be
raised from the grave for the benefit of the world. Help us to experience the
transforming power of the Resurrection in all our relationships. Amen.

Growth Group Community Service Project

We ask every group to take on at least one service project a year (the ideal is two) and to have at
least one social gathering (potluck) per half a year. Please consider with your group members of
what community service you’d like to participate in. There is a project list made by our church that
you can join in and outside the church.




