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Participants Homework
For the week of January 24-28, 2022

LOVE NEVER ENDS: BEING THE BODY OF CHRIST
YOU ARE THE BODY'

GATHERING: GETTING TO KNOW YOU

Ask participants if they agree or disagree with the following statements (in general). Why or why
not?

Adults don’t like to ask for help.

Adults are uncomfortable with being vulnerable with others.

Adults need others to thrive.

Adults like to think they can provide for themselves without the help of others.

GROWING: GOING DEEPER
Reflecting on the message: You Are the Body Tim shared with us.

Read 1 Corinthians 12:12-31a.
e What point do you think Paul might be making by listing the “various kinds of tongues”
last in his list of gifts (verses 28)? [Downplay their importance in contrast to what the
Corinthians had been doing.]

e Paul observes that some gifts seem to have more “honor” than others. Which gifts are
more esteemed or respected in your church? Which gifts are likely to be
underappreciated?

e Paul is writing to an ethnically diverse group in Corinth. There would also have been clear
status divisions in the society between the freed men and the slaves. How do you think
this church (or likely groups of churches) would have received verse 13? What are the
implications for the church today?

¢ Are we needier than we like to admit? [Usually, the answer is yes. We need others
support more than we realize. We are likely to overlook how others contribute to our
flourishing.]

e How might the American virtue of being independent or having autonomy be in conflict
with the Christian value of being interdependent? Why do you think being needy is
frowned upon by our society? Is being needy always wrong?


https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=95#hebrew_reading

GOING: TAKING IT HOME

Practice:

(Option A) Express your gratitude verbally or even take a small token of appreciation to a church
staff person or ministry leader whom you think might be underappreciated.

(Option B) Allow someone to serve you (someone who does not get paid for the service). How
does it feel? Why does being the recipient of other people’s service make us uncomfortable?

Memorization Verse
For we were all baptized by one Spirit so as to form one body—whether Jews or
Gentiles, slave or free—and we were all given the one Spirit to drink.
1 Corinthians 12:13

Sending Prayer: Gracious God, giver of every good and perfect gift and the provider of life,
help us to see our dependence on you and how we are interconnected to others. May we
appreciate all people’s giftedness and contributions to the body of Christ. Amen.

Prayer Requests:

=

Growth Group Community Service Project

We ask every group to take on at least one service project a year (the ideal is two) and to have
at least one social gathering (potluck) per half a year. Please consider with your group
members of what community service you'd like to participate in. There is a project list made by
our church that you can join in and outside the church.

" Rev. Dr. Derek Weber, Love Never Ends: Well Pleased, Discipleship Ministries, Nashville



